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At a Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 19 February 2008, there were present: 


Councillor
Mr C Elsmore (Mayor)




Mrs D Atherley 




Mrs H Lusty 




Mr C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




Mr C Howell 

PUBLIC FORUM

No members of the public attended.

127.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Weston, Phelps, Kay, Collins, Allaway- Martin & Thorne
County Councillor Chamberlain & District Councillors Bensted & Riley 

128.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

129.
PLANNING POLICY 
The councillors studied the paper prepared by the clerk and there was a wide ranging discussion about the nature of the planning policy required by the Council.

The following policy was agreed by councillors and the clerk was requested to send a copy of the policy to the Forest of Dean District Council Planning Department.

Aim 

Coleford Town Council is committed to the growth and development of the town by ensuring that all development is sympathetic to the area and meets the needs of the community.  

The Town Council will therefore 

· Encourage the regeneration of the town centre.

· Attract small and medium sized businesses in both industrial and service industries 

· Preserve the historical nature of the town

· Preserve the separate nature of the surrounding villages

· Recognise the need for additional housing 

· Demand that all development is environmentally sustainable and seeks to use renewable energy 

Objectives 

Regeneration 

The Town Council would wish to see the regeneration of the town centre by 

· Encouraging a diversity of retail outlets and businesses in the town centre

· Supporting applications from appropriate retail outlets 

· Improving the car parking facilities 

· Promoting projects which would join Pyart Court & the Town Centre

· By encouraging the Forest of Dean District Council to offer ‘tax breaks’ to new retail outlets

· Improving the public toilet facilities in the town

· Pressing for the appropriate development of ‘The Marshes’ 

· Working in partnership with other bodies to secure funding for regeneration projects

· Supporting and promoting events and festivals in the town 

· Working with the community to improve disabled access to all public buildings.

· Introducing a ‘no alcoholic drinking’ policy on the streets or in the open spaces of the parish.

· Work with other to promote public transport and alternative travel methods e.g. cycle paths, walk ways

Employment

The Town Council would like to encourage new employers by 

· Improving the road infra structure 

· Working in partnership with the Forest of Dean District Council to promote the advantages of the area

Conservation Area

The Town Council would like to preserve the historic nature of the town by 

· Ensuring all developments within the conservation are and adjoining the conservation area are sympathetic to the town 

· Encouraging appropriate development on derelict areas e.g. The marshes, the Guardian site 

· Encouraging projects that would bring the clock tower into public use

· Discouraging lorries from using the town (persuading GSK & the quarry to use alternative routes) 

· Ensuring that there are sufficient waste bins 

· Encourage the use of bicycles 

· Working with the community to ensure that businesses and public service outlets operate at reasonable noise levels.

Housing 

The Town Council believes that the town is able to absorb new development 

However the Town council is adamant that no future development can be undertaken until the drainage and sewerage problems of the parish are resolved and sufficient capacity is provided for future growth. 

The Town Council will therefore

· Oppose all new development which feeds into the Newland Street sewerage system 

· Work in partnership with other bodies for the upgrade of the sewerage system 

· Require that all developments are built to the Merton Standard.

· Require that adequate wildlife surveys are undertaken at appropriate times of the year and that the planning authority automatically makes reference to the wildlife data base held by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust  

· That all new properties are required to have a minimum of 2 parking spaces, including town centre developments  

· Encourage development to be in local materials and sympathetic to the area 

· Campaign for all properties to be equipped with water collection systems and permeable surfaces.

· Support the maintenance of gardens and green areas 

· Encourage the provision of affordable and rented accommodation 

· Press for the improvement of the housing stock in the town centre

· Discourage high density housing by opposing inappropriate garden development.

· Press to keep the separateness of the surrounding communities

· Campaign for adequate health and dental provision for the town.

· Press for the Town Council to be a consultee on Section 106 payments 

· Work in partnership to improve and provide youth facilities within the parish. 

The Town Council is to be considered in conjunction with the Forest of Dean District Council Local Plan. 

Method 

Coleford Town Council is s statutory consultee on all planning applications within its parish. All applications are considered by the planning committee. This committee has delegated authority and makes recommendation to the Forest of Dean District.  The Committee meets on a fortnightly basis. All meetings are open to the public.  

The meeting closed at 8.25pm

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 26 February 2008
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